
 1 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE OTTAWA CHINESE BIBLE CHURCH (OCBC)  
This Constitution may be cited as the OCBC Constitution, 2012. 

 

Article I 

THE NAME 
The name of this church shall be the OTTAWA CHINESE BIBLE CHURCH. The Church is a 
member of the Evangelical Free Church of Canada – Central District. 

Article II 

OBJECT 

The object of this church is the salvation of souls, the edification of Christians through the 
teaching of God's Word, the world-wide proclamation of God's saving grace expressed in the 
shed blood and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary, the promotion of Godly 
worship, the defence of "The Faith Once Delivered", and co-operation with Christian activity 
functioning in harmony with God's Holy Word - "The Bible" until He comes. 

Article III 

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINE 
The Church adopted the doctrinal position of the Evangelical Free Church of Canada, which is 
summed up in a 10-article Statement of Faith. 
We Believe: 

1. God’s gospel originates in and expresses the wondrous perfections of the eternal, triune 
God. 

We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing 
in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from 
eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory. 

2. God’s gospel is authoritatively revealed in the Scriptures.  
We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through 
the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without 
error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the 
ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 
judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, 
and trusted in all that it promises. 

3. God’s gospel alone addresses our deepest need.  

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted 
by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, 
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alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ 
can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed. 

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted 
by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, 
alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ 
can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed. 

4. God’s gospel is made known supremely in the Person of Jesus Christ.  
We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two 
natures. Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose 
bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as 
our High Priest and Advocate. 

5. God’s gospel is accomplished through the work of Christ.  

We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the 
cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious 
resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation. 

6. God’s gospel is applied by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into 
union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, 
guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. 

7. God’s gospel is now embodied in the new community called the church.  

We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God's grace 
through faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of 
Christ, of which He is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose 
membership should be composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two 
ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. 
Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine 
faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer. 

8. God’s gospel compels us to Christ-like living and witness to the world. 

We believe that God's justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power 
and purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live 
out our faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for the 
oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we 
are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to 
make disciples among all people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed. 

9. God's gospel will be brought to fulfillment by the Lord Himself at the end of this age. 

We believe in the personal, bodily and glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ with His 
holy angels when He will bring His kingdom to fulfillment and exercise His role as Judge 
of all. This coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy 
and, as our blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and 
energetic mission. 
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10. God's gospel requires a response that has eternal consequences.  
We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to 
Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the 
dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal 
conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the 
new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 

ARTICLE IV 

MEMBERSHIP 
This Church shall accept as members those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their personal 
Savior and Lord, and are submissive to our Statement of Faith (Article III), and who in their 
lives display evidence of a true faith in God, and who are willing according to their ability to 
support the church by their personal participation, prayers, and contributions. 

ARTICLE V  

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
SECTION 1 Under the sovereignty of God, the government of the Ottawa Chinese 

Bible Church ("the Church") is vested in its members and executed by a 
board ("the Board") to be elected by the members. 

SECTION 2 The Board shall be the administrative and executive body of the Church 
in its dealings with the Pastor(s), personnel, employees, affiliated 
organizations, outside agencies and others. 

SECTION 3 The Board shall have authority over the Church's business transactions 
as well as over the general work and organization of the Church and 
shall, with the pastor(s), oversee the spiritual life of the Church.  

ARTICLE VI 

BUSINESS MEETINGS 
This church shall convene at least two congregational meetings per year.  The Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) shall be held within six (6) weeks from the fiscal year end.  

The Election of the Board of Deacons Meeting (EBDM) shall be held within the three months 
prior to the fiscal year end. 

Any special meeting may be announced at any time by the Chairperson of the Board, giving the 
congregation at least two weeks prior notification. 
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ARTICLE VII 

PROPERTY 
In case of division of the church membership, the church property shall belong to those 
members who abide by the constitution. In the case of a church closing or withdrawing from the 
Central District of the Evangelical Free Church of Canada, that has at any time received a 
subsidy from the EFCC, EFCA, and/or the district, the church shall repay the amount of subsidy 
received in full or in part, as may be agreed and decided by the Central District Board of 
Directors. Any unpaid loan owed to the District or to any other branch of the EFCC must also 
be repaid. Any remaining assets will go to the Central District of the EFCC or to a charitable 
organization of similar purposes. The choice shall be agreed upon by the remaining members 
and the Central District. 

ARTICLE VIII 

AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended at a membership meeting called in accordance with section 2 
of Article VI of the By-Laws and carried by a two-thirds vote in accordance with section 4 of 
Article VI of the By-Laws. 
At no time can any amendment be adopted that is contrary to the Evangelical Free Church of 
Canada original beliefs and historic practices. 
 

Article IX  
PROVISION FOR BY-LAWS 

A supplement to this Constitution known as By-Laws shall embody the stated qualifications for 
church officials and their duties, conditions for membership, method by which members are 
received, parliamentary rules and regulations for the activities of the church. By Laws may be 
amended at any business meeting of the membership by a simple majority of the votes cast. 
Written notice of each change or addition shall be presented to all active members at least two 
weeks prior to that meeting. 
 

INTERPRETATION 

DEFINITIONS: "Board"; "Board member"; "Church"; "Church member"; " Officers of the 
Board "; "By-Laws". 

In this Constitution, 

1. "Board" means the Board of Deacons elected to be the administrative and executive 
body of the Church; 

2. "Board member" means a member of the Board of Deacons; 

3. "Church" means the Ottawa Chinese Bible Church; 
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4. "Church member" or "member" means a person who meets the requirements for Church 
membership as set out in Article IV of this Constitution; 

5. “Officers of the Board” means the Chairperson, Secretary, or Treasurer of the Board. 

6. “By-Laws” are rules for internal management of the Church and are kept in a separate 
document. 

REVISION HISTORY 

August 21, 2007 - Revision approved by the Board. The revised Constitution reflects our 
membership with Evangelical Free Church of Canada – Central District.  The major change 
includes the creation of 2 separate documents namely the Constitution and the By-Laws. 

Some key events leading up to this revision: 
 May 28, 2006 – OCBC membership approved the recommendation for our church to 
join with Evangelical Free Church of Canada (EFCC) by a 78% majority.   

 Sep 23, 2006 – OCBC application for affiliation with the EFCC was approved at the 
EFCC Central District Annual Meeting.  While the name of our Church remained unchanged 
(with no need of a new registration with government) other than marked with the 
denominational affiliation, it was necessary to revise our original Constitution of a non-
affiliated church to produce an appropriate new Constitution and the By-Laws for OCBC as a 
member church of EFCC. 

Oct.14,2007 – The Membership voted in favour of the changes made to the 
Constitution/By-Laws. 

 
In 2008, the EFCC updated its EFCC Statement of Faith.  On March 4th, 2012 at the OCBC 
Annual General Meeting, members voted to adopt the current EFCC Statement of Faith.
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THE BY-LAWS OF THE OTTAWA CHINESE BIBLE CHURCH (OCBC)  
This By-Laws may be cited as the OCBC By-Laws, 2007. 

 

ARTICLE I 

GOVERNMENT 
 

SECTION 1 The membership shall elect members to the Board annually, from among 
the church membership, to fill the Board with at least the minimum number 
of Board members as are required by law to hold in trust the title(s) to the 
Church assets. 

SECTION 2 Board members shall be members of the Church aged 18 or more and shall 
meet the following standards: 
(a) Faithful and regular attendance of the various services of the Church. 

(b) Adherence to God's teaching on separation from the World, "avoiding 
all appearance of evil." (Roman 12:1-2, I Tim 3:1-13, Titus 1:6-9) 

(c) Separation from religious institutions or societies which do not comply 
with the biblical doctrine stated in Article III of this Constitution. 

(d) Zealous, faithful and wholehearted performance of the duties of her/his 
office for the glorification of God's name. 

SECTION 3 The Board shall have the authority to call meetings, form committees and to 
appoint Church members or outside agents for the transaction of Church 
business. 

SECTION 4 The Board shall consider and deal with suggestions, recommendations and 
grievances from any person, member, Church committee or organization 
affiliated with the Church. 

SECTION 5 The Board of Deacons shall be the final interpreter of the By-Laws. 

SECTION 6 The procedure to be followed in the nomination of Board members is as 
follows: 

(a) A nomination committee consisting of the pastor(s) and at least three (3) 
Church members shall be appointed by the Board not less than six (6) 
weeks prior to the Election of Board of Deacons Meeting (EBDM). The 
nomination committee shall decide the final slate of nominees to be 
presented for election to the Board. 

(b) Nominations may be made by Church members in writing. Each 
nomination must be endorsed by at least five (5) church members and 
be submitted to the nomination committee for consideration not less 
than three (3) weeks prior to the EBDM. A member of the nomination 
committee may be nominated as a Board member. 
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(c) The final slate of the nominees shall be announced to the congregation 
two (2) Sundays before the election and nominating shall be deemed 
closed. 

Election to the Board shall take place at the EBDM and voting shall be done 
by secret ballot or proxy votes in accordance with Section 5 of Article VI of 
this By-Laws. 

SECTION 7 Where a Board member is unable to carry out his or her duties or where a 
vacancy occurs on the Board, the Board may appoint a Church member to 
assume the duties of that Board member or vacant office; however, the 
vacant office of the Chairperson can only be assumed an existing Board 
member. 

ARTICLE II 

OFFICES OF PASTORS AND BOARD MEMBERS 
 

SECTION 1 The officers of the Board are the Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. 
SECTION 2 The pastor(s) of the Church shall represent the Church; shall have 

authority over all spiritual matters; and, shall serve on the Board as 
administrative adviser(s). In sitting on the Board as administrative 
adviser(s), the pastor(s) shall have no voting right on administrative 
matters. The pastor(s) shall have the right to vote on motions, 
resolutions or church matters at any OCBC membership meeting. 
However, the pastor(s) shall abstain from voting on any 
recommendation by the Board or a committee appointed by the Board 
relating to a pastor's appointment.  

SECTION 3 Any recommendation made by the Board or by a committee appointed 
by the Board concerning a pastor's appointment shall require a 
confirmation vote of at least two-thirds of valid votes cast in accordance 
with Section 4 of Article VI of these By-Laws. 

SECTION 4 The term of office of a Board member is two (2) years. The term of 
service of a pastor is three (3) years. 

SECTION 5 A pastor shall give a minimum of ninety (90) days notice prior to 
termination of service. Members of the Board or pastor(s) shall 
relinquish their authority and terminate their services immediately for 
cause(s) relating to un-Christian conduct, or where their teachings are 
contrary to the biblical doctrines set out in Article III of the 
Constitution. If the Board decides not to renew the term of service of a 
pastor, the decision shall be communicated to the relevant pastor ninety 
(90) days prior to the expiry of the existing term of service. 
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ARTICLE III 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
 

SECTION 1 The Chairperson shall preside over all church meetings as defined in 
Article VI of the By-Laws. (S)he shall represent the Church as well as 
the Board and have control and responsibility over the proper 
functioning of the Board and the Church.  

SECTION 2 The Board Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all meetings 
described in Article VI of the By-Laws. (S)he shall be responsible for 
the keeping of Church records and shall have custody of the Church 
seal; (S)he shall maintain a complete record of all correspondence and 
other official records. 

SECTION 3 The Treasurer shall be responsible for the custody, receipt and 
disbursements of the funds of the Church. (S)he shall keep the financial 
accounts and prepare the financial statements. In addition, (s)he shall 
keep and/or provide: 

(a) An accurate and permanent account of the sources from which 
monies have been received and the purposes of fund 
disbursements. 

(b) A bi-monthly financial report to the Board. 

(c) Financial statements (subject to audit for the fiscal year) at the 
Annual General Meeting. 

(d) The necessary information for any audit(s). 

ARTICLE IV 

FINANCE 
 

SECTION 1 All monies offered to the Church shall be deposited on a weekly basis 
into the banking accounts designated by the Board. 

SECTION 2 The business of the Church shall be carried out for the purpose of 
attaining the Church objectives. 

SECTION 3 The fiscal year of this Church shall end on the thirty-first day of 
December of each year. 

ARTICLE V 

MEMBERSHIP 

 
SECTION 1 In addition to Article IV of the Constitution, any person who intends to 

apply for church membership must have regularly attended worship 
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services for at least three (3) months, and have demonstrated good 
testimony during that period. The pastoral staff and their wives are 
exempt from such eligibility requirements. 

SECTION 2 In order to maintain membership, a member shall regularly attend 
Church worship services and be willing to support church activities and 
financially contribute to the Church. 

SECTION 3 Any member who has submitted his or her written resignation shall 
immediately be removed from the Church membership roll. Any 
member who has not attended Sunday service of the Church regularly 
for twelve (12) consecutive months will have their membership 
reviewed by the Board or an appointed committee and may be given the 
status of associate member. Associate membership signifies affiliation 
with the Church but excludes nominating rights, and voting rights at all 
Church meetings. Such membership also excludes nomination to the 
Board. 

SECTION 4 Students and temporary residents of Ottawa who have the qualification 
for membership as stated in Article IV of the Constitution may become 
provisional members of the church with all the rights, privileges and 
responsibilities of regular members, excluding nomination to the 
Board. Provisional members may retain their membership in a home 
church outside of the Ottawa region. Provisional membership expires 
automatically when one ceases to be a resident of Ottawa.   Provisional 
members may write to ask the Board to change their membership status 
to regular members upon becoming permanent residents of Ottawa. 

SECTION 5 Nomination rights and voting rights at church meetings are extended to 
members and provisional members who are over eighteen (18) and 
fulfill the requirements stated in Section 2 of Article V of this By-Laws. 

SECTION 6 A member who fulfills the requirements stated in Section 2 of Article 1 
and Section 2 of Article V of this By-Laws is eligible for nomination to 
the Church office(s) or committee(s). 

SECTION 7 The Board or by a committee appointed by the Board shall examine 
applications for church membership and make final recommendations to 
the membership for approval.   

SECTION 8 It shall be the prerogative of the Board to initiate a review of the Church 
membership whenever the Board deems it necessary. A member whose 
conduct is contrary to biblical teaching or, who is indifferent towards or 
is disruptive of, the work of the Church shall be interviewed by the 
pastor (s) and/or a committee appointed by the Board for the purpose of 
remedying that person's problem. The interviewers shall make 
recommendations relating to that person's membership to the Board and 
the Board shall decide that person's membership. 

SECTION 9 Any person removed from the membership roll may be restored to 
membership by a decision of the majority of Board members upon re-
application. 
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ARTICLE VI 

MEETINGS 
 

SECTION 1 The Board shall call a membership meeting within a month upon receipt 
of a written request of at least twenty-five (25) percent of the Church 
membership. 

SECTION 2 Any meeting for the transaction of business shall be announced to the 
congregation on the two (2) Sundays preceding the scheduled meeting. 
The quorum of a meeting is established when members and proxy voters 
present constitute at least fifty per cent (50)% of the entire Church 
membership. 

SECTION 3 A majority (more than 50%) of valid votes at any meeting called in 
accordance with Section 2 of Article VI of this By-Laws shall be 
required for the election of Board members and to render a final 
decision on any matter under consideration. This Section does not apply 
to the amendment of the Constitution and the service of a pastor. 

SECTION 4 A minimum of two-thirds of valid votes cast at a constitutionally called 
meeting shall be required to: 

(a) Approve the appointment of a pastor as per Section 3 of Article II of 
this By-Laws. 

(b) Approve any amendment to the Constitution as per Article VIII of 
the Constitution. 

SECTION 5 Valid votes refer to genuine ballots cast by members present in a 
constitutionally called meeting and include genuine proxy votes 
returned by members physically absent from the meeting. All properly 
filled out ballots or votes are considered genuine. 

SECTION 6 The Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held within six (6) weeks 
from the fiscal year end, the date of which shall be determined by the 
Board and announced to the congregation on the two (2) Sunday 
services preceding the AGM. The minutes of the previous AGM shall 
be posted on the bulletin board for two (2) regular Sunday services prior 
to the AGM. At the AGM, the report of the Board Secretary, the Church 
annual audited financial report, and the reports of the various 
departments shall be presented. 

SECTION 7 Election of the Board of Deacons shall be held in another special 
membership meeting within the three months prior to the fiscal year 
end. 
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ARTICLE VII 

ORDINANCES 
 

SECTION 1 The Church shall encourage the practice of baptism by immersion under 
normal circumstances, or by sprinkling under special circumstances, 
upon profession and observance of the faith, as well as of the doctrine 
set out in Article III of the Constitution. 

SECTION 2 The Lord's Supper shall be observed on a monthly basis, preferably on 
the first Lord's Day of each month. Participation is open to all 
Christians, not restricted to members of OCBC only. 
The Lord's supper (as described in Luke 22:19-20; I Cor 11:23-26), 
shall be administered by the pastor(s) or, in his absence, by a Christian 
authorized by the Board.  

SECTION 3 The Church believes that it is the privilege of Christian parents to 
dedicate their children to the Lord before the congregation (Mark 10:13-
16, Luke 18:15-16).  

ARTICLE VIII 

CHURCH COVENANT 
(The Apostle's Creed) I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in 
Jesus Christ His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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REVISION HISTORY 

§ Aug 21, 2007 – The Board approved the creation of this By-Laws document to separate 
Church governing guidelines from the Constitution in alignment with our membership 
with Evangelical Free Church of Canada (EFCC) – Central District. We were formally 
accepted as a member of EFCC – Central District on September 23, 2006. 

o Creation of two main documents, namely the Constitution and the By-Laws 
o Additions of new membership category to include provisions for temporary 

residents and students. 
o Changed term of Board of Deacons to two years, instead of three years. 

o Changed legal age of voting to 18 years old to be in alignment with Federal 
voting age requirements. 

§ Oct.14,2007 – The Church membership voted in favour of the changes mentioned above 
made to the previous Constitution/By-Laws (version dated 2005). 
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APPENDIX TO BY-LAWS 
The following Articles of Faith and Doctrine are offered as an appendix to the bylaws for the 
following reasons: 

1. Having been reproduced here in verbatim from the previous Constitution (1976 - 2006), 
they represent the historical theological position of OCBC, providing valuable insight into 
where the church has historically stood on such doctrinal issues. 
2. Being more precise than the statements found in Article III of the Constitution, these 
articles may be used as a guide for interpretation of that document and teaching in the church. 
3. While the statements found in Article III of the Constitution are not subject to revision 
or change, the following statements may be revised upon further theological reflection of the 
Church, so long as they do not contradict or undermine the statements found in Article III of the 
Constitution. 
 
ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINE 

To be interpreted as expressed in and according to the Natural and Literal meaning of the 
respective passage of the WORD OF GOD referred to under each ARTICLE. 

1. THE DIVINE AUTHORITY AND PLENARY INSPIRATION OF THE WHOLE 
CANONICAL SCRIPTURES. 

We believe that "ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God", by which we understand that 
the whole of the book called the Bible is inspired in the sense that the Holy Ghost gave the 
identical works of the sacred writings of the holy men of old, chosen by Him to be the channel 
of His revelation to man. 
 II Tim. 3:16-17 Mark 12:26-36 

 II Peter 1:21 I Cor. 2:13 
 Acts 1:16; 2:4 John 16:12-13 

2. THE TRINITY OF GODHEAD. 
We believe that the Godhead eternally exists in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost; and that these three are one God, having precisely the same nature, attributes and 
perfection, and are worthy of precisely the same homage, confidence and obedience. 

 Gen. 1:26; 3:22; 11:6-8 John 1:1-4 
 Isa. 63:8-10 Acts 5:3-4 

 Matt. 28:19-20 II Cor. 13:14 
 Heb. 1:1-3 Rev. 1:4-6 
3. THE DEITY AND THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

We believe in the essential Deity and the Virgin Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and that all the 
Scriptures from first to last centre about Him, His person and work, His sacrificial death upon 
the cross and His coming again. 
 Isa. 7:14 John 5:39 
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 Matt. 1:18-23 Acts 17:2-3; 18:28 
 Luke 1:35 Acts 26:22-23; 28:23 

4. THE PERSONALITY, DEITY AND PRESENT MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
 We believe that the Holy Spirit is a Divine personality. The Third Person of the Trinity - 
who is now, throughout this age of Grace, here present in the true Church, having been sent for 
the express purpose of revealing Christ Jesus to the members of the Church, that they may be 
comforted, instructed, and built up in their most holy faith, and to the world that sinners may be 
convicted of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. 

  John 7:38-39 14:16-17; 15:26; 16:13-15 
  Acts 1:8; 2:1-4 

5. THE FALL OF MAN. 
We believe that man, originally created in the image and after the likeness of God, fell from his 
high and holy estate through disobedience, by eating the forbidden fruit, and in consequence the 
threatened penalty of death was then and there inflicted, so that he totally lost all spiritual life, 
becoming dead in trespasses and sins, and subject to the power of devil. 

 Gen. 1:26; 2:17 Eph. 2:1-3 
 Isa. 64:6 1 Tim. 5:6 

 John 5:40; 6:53 1 John 3:8 
6. THE TOTAL DEPRAVITY OF MAN. 

We believe that his spiritual death, total corruption of human nature, has been transmitted to the 
entire race of man, the man Christ Jesus alone excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is 
born into the world with a sinful nature. 

 Gen. 6:5 Jer. 17:9 
 Psa. 14:1-3; 51:5 John 3:6 

 Rom. 5:12-19 
7. SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH. 

We believe that sinners are saved by Grace through Faith alone and that not themselves, it is the 
gift of God, not of works. We further believe that every saved person is justified from all things 
from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
 Acts 13:39 Eph. 2:8-9 

 Rom. 5:1 Titus 2:11-14 
8. THE ATONEMENT BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. 
We believe that our redemption has been accomplished solely by the blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was made to be sin, and made a curse for us, dying in our room and stead, a 
Sacrifice acceptable to God and effectual for every sinner who receives Him. 
 
 Lev. 17:11 Gal. 3:13 
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 Matt. 26:28 Eph. 1:7 
 John 1:12 1 Peter 1:18-19; 2:24 

 Rom. 5:6-9 II Cor. 5:21 
9. REGENERATION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

We believe that, owing to the universal depravity and death in sin, no one can see or enter the 
kingdom of God unless born of the Spirit whereby he becomes a new creation. 

 John 3:5-8 Jas. 1:18 
 Gal. 6:15 1 Peter 1:23 

 Tit. 3:5 1 John 5:1 
10. THE BELIEVER'S SECURITY AND ASSURANCE. 

We believe in the Eternal Security of all who are actually born again by the Spirit of God 
through faith in Christ as revealed in the Scriptures, and that it is the privilege of all such to be 
assured of their present salvation and eternal safety. 

 John 10:28-29 John 5:24 
 II Tim. 1:12 Phil. 1:6 

 Rom. 8:33-39    
11. SEPERATION FROM THE WORLD. 

We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring reproach upon their 
Saviour and Lord; and that the separation from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful 
pleasures, practices and associations is commanded by God. 
12. SANTIFICATION. 
We believe that the members of the body of Christ are sanctified ones; are perfected as to their 
standing forever by the one offering of the blood of Christ, and are one with Christ in 
Sanctification. As to their state, they may be sanctified with the constant washing of water by 
the Word, by the blood of Christ, and by the in-working presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 
 Gal. 5:16-25 Eph. 5:25-27 

 Eph. 4:22-24 Heb. 2:11; 10:10; 13:12 
 John 17:17-19 1 John 1:7-9 

 Rom. 15:16 Jude 1 
 1 Cor. 6:11 

13. THE BAPTISM WITH(IN) THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
We believe when the Holy Spirit came upon the whole body of believers on the Day of 
Pentecost, it was the fulfillment of the announcement made by John the Baptist and the 
promises of Christ to His own during His earthly ministry, and that then the disciples were 
individually endued with power to witness concerning Christ, and collectively baptized into one 
body, which was the formation of the Church, which is His Body (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 
3:16; John 1:33; 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15; Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:4,5,8; 2:1-4, 37). We 
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further believe since the time the Gospel went to the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius, and the 
believing Gentiles received the Holy Spirit, without delay, tarrying, praying, laying on of hands 
or any other condition save faith, all who believe in Christ are born of the Spirit, sealed by the 
Spirit, anointed by the Spirit, indwelt by the Spirit, and by (in) the Holy Spirit baptized into the 
body of Christ (Acts 10:44; 11:18; John 3:3-6; 1 John 5:1; Eph. 1:13; 4:30; II Cor. 1:21-22; 1 
John 2:20-27; I Cor. 3:16; 6:19-20; Rom. 8:9-15; Gal. 4:6; I Cor. 12:12-13). And we also 
believe that the New Testament distinguishes between being indwelt by the Spirit, which is true 
of all believers, and being filled with the Spirit which is the believer's privilege and duty 
(compare Acts 2:4 with 4:8-31; Eph 1:13-14 with 5:18). There is one baptism with (in) the 
Spirit, and it is into the body of Christ, but there are many fillings. Pentecost is an historical 
event and is not repeated. 
14. DIVINE HEALING OF THE BODY. 
We believe that Divine healing of the body is not in the Atonement in the sense that salvation 
and forgiveness of sins are in the Atonement.  The suffering and death of Christ according to the 
New Testament was substitutionary, penal and vicarious. (Rom. 4:25; I Cor. 15:3; II Cor. 5:21; 
1Peter 2:24; 3:18). It is nowhere taught in Scripture that Christ died for the effects of sins but 
for sin. Sickness is directly or indirectly the effect of sin. 

15. THE UNITY OF THE TRUE CHURCH IN THE MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST. 
We believe that the Church is composed of all who are united by the Holy Spirit to the risen and 
ascended Son of God, and that by the same Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we 
are Jews or Gentiles, thus being members one of another and knit together in love. 
 Rom. 12:5 Eph 4:3-10 

 1 Cor. 12:12-27 Col. 2:19 
16. MISSIONS 

We believe that it is the obligation of the saved to witness by life and by word the truths of Holy 
Scriptures and to seek to proclaim the Gospel to all mankind. 

 Mark 16:16 Matt. 28:19-20 
 Acts 1:8 Luke 24:46-48 

 II Cor. 5:19 
17. SECOND COMING OF THE LORD. 

We believe in the "Blessed Hope" the personal, imminent coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for 
His redeemed ones; and in His subsequent return to earth, with His saints, to establish His 
millenial kingdom. 

 1 Thess. 4:13-18 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9 
 Zech. 14:4-11 Rev. 3:10 

 Rev. 19:11-16 Acts 15:16-17 
 Rev. 20:1-6 

18. THE RESSURECTION OF THE BODY. 
We believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead, according to the Scriptures, in bodily form, and 
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thus became the firstfruits of them that sleep; that upon His return He will raise out from among 
the dead those that have died in Christ, this being the first resurrection; and that, after the 
thousand years, He will raise them that have died in unbelief from their graves to receive their 
sentence. 

 Psa. 90:3-4 John 5:28-29 
 Isa. 26:19 1 Cor. 15 

 Dan. 12:2 Rom. 1:4; 8:23 
 Rev. 20:5-6 

19. THE ETERNAL BLESSEDNESS OF THE SAVED AND THE ETERNAL 
PUNISHMENT OF THE LOST. 

We believe that the attitude either of reconciliation or enmity toward God is fixed eternally at 
death, and that the saints of all the ages will be forever with the Lord and will become joint 
heirs with Him as their Redeemer in His inheritance. We further believe that there is an 
appointed day for the judgement of the wicked when they will be cast into the Lake of Fire, 
there to remain forever and ever in varying degrees of torment according to their works. 

 Dan. 12:3; 7:22-27 1 Thess. 4:17 
 Rom. 8:17 II Peter 2:9 

 Rev. 20:11-15; 21:8; 22:11 
20. THE PERSONALITY OF SATAN. 

We believe that Satan is a person, the Father of lies, a murderer from the beginning and the 
great deceiver of all the nations; that he will be overcome by the Lord Jesus Christ as the seed 
of woman and cast into the bottomless pit for a thousand years, and finally committed to the 
Lake of Fire with all his angels to be tormented forever and ever. 
 Job 1:6-12 II Cor. 11:13-15 

 John 8:44 Eph. 6:12-16 
 Rev. 20:1-3; 7-10 Gen. 3:15 

21. BAPTISM. 
We believe that our Lord and Saviour clearly prescribed for His believing disciples the simple 
rite of Baptism by immersion as a symbol and proclamation of the sinner's death to sin and his 
resurrection in newness of life in Christ Jesus. 

 Matt. 28:19-20 
 Acts. 2:38; 8:12 
22. THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

We believe that our Lord and Saviour clearly prescribed for His believing disciples the solemn 
rite of the Lord's supper as a memorial of the Lord's death to be kept by His disciples until he 
comes again, according to His promise and the Father's revealed plan. 
 Luke 22:19-20 I Cor. 11:23-27 
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